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The question of fact is discussed in a serial analysis of elements of agree- 
ment between music and the mental flow. The temporal analogies of suc- 
cession and simultaneity, — the "network of themes and voices" in music 
being compared with the "spectrum of thoughts and feelings"; analogies of 
intensity; analogies of tempo ("some people's thoughts progress at a heavy 
largo rate, others trip along in merry allegros"); analogies of measure, with 
our "subconscious" organic sensations especially; of melody, timbre, harmony, 
counterpoint, — all these and others are worked out at some pains and with 
very unequal success. Some of the analogies are obvious while others seem 
fantastic or remote. In the case of melody the analogical scheme has to be 
abandoned altogether: here, "May not the mental phenomenon and the 
musical counterpart melt together?" Melody does not photograph the mind; 
it coincides with it (p. 98). But if this be true of simple melodies, what are 
we to think of the analogical function of counterpoint, which "answers to 
the coexistence of parallel trains of thought or feeling"? The presence of 
melody in the contrapuntal effect destroys the analogy, — which, indeed, re- 
solves into a mesh of contradiction. 

Mr. Gehring's theory is at its best when it is most general. The essence 
of musical charm is "facilitation of perception" (p. 109).. "Musical pro- 
gressions . . . gain a certain beauty through their agreement with the oper- 
ations of the mind. The sounds, as they succeed one another, not only do 
not oppose the development of thought, but even assist it, drawing the thoughts 
forth as with magnetic force. . . . Ordinary experience is a struggle for ex- 
istence, in which perceptions clash with great loss of vitality. Musical ex- 
perience is an elysium with harmony and cooperation reigning supreme" 
(p. in). 

Here at all events is a new version of the musical katharsis. With Haupt- 
mann music was an exemplification of Hegel's dialectical Idea; with Schopen- 
hauer it was the objectification of the striving Will; with many another theorist 
it has been the sensuizing of Emotion. Gehring, in one inclusive advance, 
makes it the parallel of Idea, Will, and Emotion in one Experience. 

H. B. Alexander. 
University of Nebraska. 
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